
Quotation of the Week


The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires. 


-- William Arthur Ward
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WHERE ARE WE?


Today, the theory of preference is that of multiple intelligences.  Is this really that different from any of the previous theories from which it evolved?  It is very likely more sophisticated as our knowledge of learning theory, neurology and brain function increases.  Does it change the way we approach our students in the classroom?  Perhaps.  I like to think that while we may not espouse any one of the theories out there for best teaching our students, we do use our knowledge and experience in the field to try to make college a successful experience for each and every student.  It doesn’t really matter what the trendy lingo is that is attached to a given theory.  It’s really whatever you have found that works for your students.  That however does not mean that every educator can cull ideas and strategies from a variety of theories such as the ones briefly mentioned here.





Below are some web sites that are useful in more elaborately describing the concept of learning strategies and multiple intelligence.  They are worth a look at. The last one is a learning style quiz on line that one can take to get an idea of one’s preferred learning style.





� HYPERLINK http://www.ldpride.net/learningstyles.MI.htm ��http://www.ldpride.net/learningstyles.MI.htm�





� HYPERLINK "http://web.indstate.edu/ctl/styles/ls1.html" ��http://web.indstate.edu/ctl/styles/ls1.html





http://www.csrnet.org/csrnet/articles/student-learning-styles.html





�� HYPERLINK "http://www.csrnet.org/csrnet/articles/student-learning-styles.html" ��http://www.csrnet.org/csrnet/articles/student-learning-styles.html�





YOU KNOW YOU’RE GETTING OLD WHEN…


Every day there are reminders that we are not as young as we used to be.  For those of us who have worked in the area of education for a few years, the pendulum of educational philosophy swings back and forth marking the years spent in the field.  The interesting thing about this time passage is that as that pendulum swings, patterns of philosophy appear and reappear.  With each swing however, there are new twists on old concepts and ideas.  With each seemingly “new” idea comes new terminology to keep up with the times.





The most obvious of these philosophical swings is related to integration or inclusion versus segregation in relation to special need students.  That old pendulum regularly swings from one end of the spectrum to the other with proponents of each extreme having their way eventually.  Those who support integration argue that the special student will benefit from the models of the “regular” students and therefore fit into society more readily.  Those on the other end state that without at least partial segregation, the special services and one on one assistance that is required for development, is impossible.





Remember “right brain-left brain”?  This example of the pendulum swinging illustrates how the philosophy vacillates between the need of meeting the needs of the “average” or “typical” students versus being more specific and meeting more individualized needs.  The problem with the R-L brain philosophy was that it didn’t have the neurological underpinnings to support it.  With the advent of PET Scans and other visual imaging methods, it became clear that none of us are truly right or left brained; rather there is extensive communication and linkages between both hemispheres of our brains.





It became clear that the right brain-left brain concept was not adequate to explain learning.  Therefore, the notion of learning styles emerged.


While theoretically this made more sense, it too was over simplified.  The three main channels of “perceiving” information were considered to be the basis of three primary learning styles; visual, auditory and kinesthetic.  While many people know intuitively through which channel they prefer to receive information, it is clear that no one is limited to one learning channel or even style.  Therefore it was embellished to include other parameters include a preference for abstract vs. concrete as well as sequential vs. random.  These were then combined with one another to develop such learning styles as “abstract random” or concrete sequential”.  The former learner would therefore prefer to determine how something “feels” or “seems” rather than “what it is, looks like” as the latter learner.  Likewise the abstract random learner is able to take seemingly disorganized ideas from various sources and use them, whereas the concrete sequential learner requires information to be ordered and organized.  According to this theory one could also be a concrete random or an abstract sequential learner.


Comments?          � HYPERLINK "mailto:trish-blair@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us" ��mailto:trish-blair@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us�



























































































































































DISABILITY NEWS


The LIGHT Center, T-90 (Behind the Bookstore) (476-4290) October 29, 2001








