
Quotation of the Week





To teach is to learn twice.


 -- Joseph Joubert





BOTTOM LINE


It really doesn’t matter to which idea you adhere.  If learning style explains cognition, or if left brain/right brain illustrates the thought processes, learning still requires quality education.  That doesn’t change.  It just becomes more complex when some of the students in the class have a learning disability.  Even then, there are some basic strategies that most likely to be effective for all students in your class.


Provide a detailed syllabus that clearly states class requirements and dates.


Provide a variety of learning opportunities for your students.  Include some hands-on, visual, verbal, and interactive activities.


Provide and outline for your class.  If the student knows when he or she walks into the class what topics are going to be discussed, he or she will have a better chance of understanding and retaining that information.


Summarize your main points at the close of your class.


Build redundancy into your lectures.  The more times the students hear a concept or termed used, the better they will understand and retain the information.


Provide examples as to how you as the instructor managed to learn the information.  Discuss the study techniques and strategies you used to enable yourself to master the information you are presenting.


Say things in as many ways as you can think to say it.  Sometimes the first way doesn’t work.


Questions?  � HYPERLINK "Mailto:trish-blair@redwoods.edu" ��mailto:trish-blair@redwoods.edu�




















WHAT GOES AROUND…


It’s kind of interesting to consider for a moment exactly how much new information has come out of education in the last twenty or so years.  What is reasonably clear is that many of the same basic ideas have been developed, marketed, tweaked, renamed, remarketed in several different ways.  It always seems that with each remarketing of ideas, one is led to believe that the product or idea being marketed is something brand spanking new.  





One area in which this has happened a few times is in the whole area of “learning style”.  Remember the days when the buzzwords in education related to auditory vs. visual learners, or tactile learners vs. kinesthetic learners?  Teachers were encouraged to be multi-modal in their approach in the classroom, providing some verbal, some visual, and some hands on teaching activities.  No sooner did everyone become sensitive to these different modalities of learning when along came the left brain-right brain folks.  It didn’t take too long for classrooms to be separated into left and right sides to accommodate the two groups of people.  This notion seemed to hold a good deal of support as it had science to back it up.  Radioisotope studies, PET scans seemed to support the anatomical notion that some people were more predisposed to use one side of their brain over the other side.  Theoretically, those who were the auditory learners relied more heavily on the left brain, while the visual and kinesthetic learners were more dependent on the right.  So, the auditory vs. visual learner jargon was soon replaced with left brain right brain jargon.





As time went on and the science behind cortical imaging became more sophisticated, it became clear that no one is really left or right brained, rather there are numerous interconnections between the two halves of our brains, allowing them to communicate and interact.  Therefore, the left brain right brain scenario became less attractive.  But never fear, there was something to replace even that.  Remember multiple intelligences?  Now we were all introduced to the concept that there wasn’t just one parameter upon which our ability should be measured, rather numerous ones.  For example, there were:


Visual/Spatial Intelligence


Verbal/Linguistic Intelligence


Logical/Mathematical Intelligence


Bodily/Kinesthetic Intelligence


Musical/Rhythmic Intelligence


Interpersonal Intelligence


Intrapersonal Intelligence


So, how new and different are things in education?  Not that different.  One can still take the multiple intelligences and put them into auditory vs. visual/kinesthetic groups, as well as into left and right brain groups.  So, while the ideas morph somewhat, and we all become more enlightened as to how complicated learning really is, what becomes clear is that there is no substitute for good, well rounded teaching strategies. 
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