
Quotation of the Week


You can complain because roses have thorns, or you can rejoice because thorns have roses.


 -- Tom Wilson





WHAT’S THE DRILL?





Each semester students attending CR who are requesting accommodations must meet with either Harry Pyke or Mary Thompson in the DSPS office.  Each semester a “Student Services Agreement” is written up, outlining the accommodations for which the student is eligible for that semester.  In the case of note taking, the students are required to do some of the footwork themselves.  


The first thing the student should do is approach the instructor of the class for which he or she needs a note-taker. The instructor should be given a copy of the Student Services Agreement indicating that note taking is an accommodation that has been granted for the student.  The instructor then announces in class that “there is a student requiring a note-taker”, and indicates that anyone interested should report to the DSPS office.  The instructor should NOT REVEAL THE IDENTITY of the student requesting the service. If this request does not result in any takers, then the student themselves could approach a fellow student who takes good notes, and ask if that student would be interested in being a note-taker.  





As with anything these days, the potential note-taker must complete the appropriate paperwork and meet the minimum qualifications for being a note-taker prior to providing the service.  At the end of each semester, the note-taker receives his or her stipend for services rendered.





Comments? � HYPERLINK "mailto:trish-blair@redwoods.edu" ��mailto:trish-blair@redwoods.edu�





























TAKING NOTE





Have you ever noticed how little attention people pay to the ability to take notes in class?  Given that it is one of the most important things a student can learn to do, it seems to be undervalued.  For students who don’t readily retain verbal information, note taking is extremely important, as it is that student’s way of “holding on to” the information.





There are students every year who are unable to take notes.  I am not talking about the student who simply has not learned the art of effective note taking.  I am speaking of the student who, for reasons of a disability, is unable to take notes in class.  When accommodations are determined for a student with a disability, one of the services that a student may be granted is a note-taker for their classes. There are many reasons and conditions for which a student may be granted a note-taker.


The most obvious reason for requiring a note-taker in class would be due to some physical disability which hinders or impairs one’s ability to write.  This might be in the case of paralysis due to stroke or injury, amputation of the limb, or stress injuries such as carpal tunnel syndrome.





There are less obvious conditions that also dictate the need for a note-taker in class.  Such conditions might include concentration problems associated with Attention Deficit Disorder and Central Auditory Processing Disorder.  Individuals with short term auditory memory impairments are also good candidates for a note-taker, as they often cannot retain the auditory information long enough to get it on paper.  Anyone with a mild hearing problem may also require the services of a note-taker, as they are unable to pick up the speaker’s voice in the classroom setting, even though they may do fine on a one to one basis. More significant hearing losses will require more extensive services such as real time captioning or an interpreter in the classroom.  Individuals with any visual impairment will also require the services of a note-taker in class.  As in the case of hearing loss, more significant visual acuity problems will require more extensive services.





Once a note-taker has been identified for a student in any given class, that person reports to the Disabled Students Programs and Services Office.  Each student is paid a $50.00 stipend for his or her note-taking services over the length of the semester.  The note-taker must have a minimum GPA of 2.0 and must be registered in at least 6 units.  The note-taker brings their notes from each class meeting to the DSPS office, where the notes are copied and placed on file for that class.  Then, any student who has been identified as having a note-taker as an accommodation can come and make use of the notes.  As several students may rely on the notes of a given note-taker for their class, it is important to have a note-taker who takes accurate and complete notes.  As with all forms of accommodations available to students with disabilities, this is seen as a way of “leveling the playing field” for the student with the disability. 
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