
Quotation of the Week


We can't help everyone,


 but everyone can help someone.


 -- Dr. Loretta Scott





A CHANCE ENCOUNTER


When meeting up with a dog and handler, there is etiquette to follow.


1. Do not pet, make noises, or call to the Assistance Dog. 


If the dog is wearing its harness/vest/backpacks, this means it is working and should never be patted, or distracted by having its name called, be given excessive eye contact, noises made at it, or made the center of attention. These may all cause the dog to take its concentration off the job and put the handler’s safety at risk. 


2. Do not feed the dog. 


The Assistance Dog is fed a balanced diet by its handler. Other people should never feed the Assistance Dog. It may then learn to be on the lookout for tidbits, which will distract the dog and place the handler’s safety at risk. It may also lead to obesity and health problems, possibly causing the dog’s working life to be shortened. When wanting to pat the Assistance Dog that is not working, always ask the handler first for permission. If the handler agrees, always talk or pat the dog in a quiet and calm manner. 


3. Talk to the handler, and not to the dog! 


Remember to talk to the Assistance Dog handler and not only to the dog. It is very frustrating for the Assistance Dog handler when people constantly talk to the dog and not to the handler.





Comments? 


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:trish-blair@redwoods.edu
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PUTTING ON THE DOG?


While many of us think that life would be much less entertaining without our dog companions, there are those whose dog is far more than a companion.  Such dogs are called “assistance” or “service” dogs.  The image which comes to mind most readily is that of what used to be referred to as a “Seeing-eye dog”.  





Today, the term Seeing- eye dog has expanded to include dogs that are used to assist people in a variety of ways. Assistance dogs are used today for many more people than just the visually impaired.  There are signal dogs for the deaf who will alert their owner when the phone rings, the doorbell sounds or the smoke detector sounds.  They will signal the deaf person if their child is crying and needs attention. There are dogs that are able to assist individuals who are in wheelchairs and limited in their mobility.  These dogs are able to pick things off the floor, open doors and do other routine tasks that most of us take for granted. They can be taught to open the refrigerator door, turn on the light, and bring the telephone to their person. These are referred to as mobility assistance dogs.  There are walker dogs that assist their handler by serving as a balance or counterbalance when the handler is walking. There are also assistance dogs that are used in cases of severe seizure disorders.  The theory is that prior to a seizure, there is a release of chemicals in the body.  The assistance dog is able to detect a difference in odor due to the biochemical changes in the body that the human nose is unable to perceive.  Once alerted, the individual with a seizure disorder can sit or lay down before the onset of the seizure, thus reducing the possibility of secondary injury due to falling, hitting one’s head etc.  For many people the dog offers the difference between being homebound and being able to go out to school, for walks and other outings.





So, is an assistance dog a pet?  No.  According to the ADA, a service or assistance animal is a dog guide, signal dog, or other animal individually trained to provide assistance to an individual with a disability. If they meet this definition, animals are considered service animals under the ADA regardless of whether they have been licensed or certified by a state or local government. The U.S. Department of Justice has put out a document that is in question and answer format and addresses issues surrounding having assistance dogs in public and private locations.  This document is a good resource both for individuals who have assistance dogs as well as people who head up public and private facilities into which an assistance dog must be permitted. This document can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.afb.org/info_document_view.asp?documentid=1223" ��http://www.afb.org/info_document_view.asp?documentid=1223�


Not all dogs can become assistance dogs.  There is a rigorous screening process as well as a training and assessment process that “weeds out” those dogs that are not suitable to be assistance dogs.
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