
Quotation of the Week


Getting things done is not always what is most important. There is value in allowing others to learn, even if the task is not accomplished as quickly, efficiently or effectively.


 -- R.D. Clyde











THE NUTS AND BOLTS


So, how do developmental classes work?  Well, there is a great deal of variation across campuses that offer developmental coursework.  Some community colleges require certain developmental coursework to be completed before entry is granted into any certificate programs. Others offer the developmental classes as companion classes to other classes mandated by the degree program.   The instructional format also varies across programs.  Some colleges offer one on one instruction while others offer only small group or self paced learning using computers, videos, and computer software.  Some programs use trained faculty to do the instruction while others use volunteers from the community.  In most cases, the classes are a semester-based class, with a flexible open entry open exit format.  Seminars and workshops are also commonly offered.





Many colleges offer developmental classes in English and Math.  Others also provide instruction specifically in reading and writing skills, study skills, spelling, handwriting, vocabulary and English as second language.  Some interesting college websites to check out include:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/Edhs/devted.html" ��http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/Edhs/devted.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.grayson.edu/grayson/division/devstudi/devpro.htm" ��http://www.grayson.edu/grayson/division/devstudi/devpro.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pcc.edu/pcc/pro/basic/deved.htm" ��http://www.pcc.edu/pcc/pro/basic/deved.htm�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ranger.cc.tx.us/DevMath/deveducation.html" ��http://www.ranger.cc.tx.us/DevMath/deveducation.html�








LOTS OF BUZZ


It seems as though there is a good deal of talk these days about developmental classes.  In the realm of education, this is a topic that has aroused discussion for many years.  One of the biggest questions is not whether developmental courses are beneficial for students, but rather, who should be responsible for providing those classes?





Generally speaking, there is a continuum of opinion to consider when discussing this issue.  Perhaps these two ends of the continuum are best illustrated by quotes from people who study the issue on an on-going basis.  On the one hand there is the view that “some people believe that two-year colleges, as institutions of higher learning, should not offer any developmental education courses.  They maintain that such education properly belongs in adult schools, the private sector, or on-the-job- training programs.  This argument is often advanced by college faculty who feel that their work environment would be improved if students were better prepared to handle course requirements” (Brawer and Friedlander, 1979).  Further, many community college practitioners argue that under prepared students are not well served by an instructional system that expects them to remediate their skill deficiencies while pursuing college level studies. Holders of this opinion contend that such a system merely provides students with the right to fail, while burdening instructors with students who lack the skills to learn what is being taught.





On the other hand is the belief that community colleges are a place where students who are ineligible to enter four-year institutions of higher education can remediate basic skills deficiencies and obtain the college education that would otherwise be out of their reach (Boueche and Baker, 1987). To deny access to students because of inadequate reading, writing or math skills is as unacceptable as barring students due to race, gender or lack of resources.  Proponents of this side of the discussion suggest steps that should be followed in order to maximize assistance to students and maintain the integrity of the institution by:


implementing developmental education throughout the curriculum; 


mandating counseling, tutoring and other support services; 


integrating tutorial and learning lab activities with classroom instruction;


requiring every instructor to give reading and writing assignments to students; and


using entry and exit tests to document basic skills gains as students progress through the curriculum.





So, there you have the two ends of the continuum when considering this issue. It is important to keep in mind that there are opinions held all along the continuum between the two ends.  This is a very complex issue and one that many colleges are struggling with at this time.  Comments?          � HYPERLINK "mailto:trish-blair@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us" ��mailto:trish-blair@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us�
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