
Quotation of the Week


To effectively communicate, we must realize that we are all different in the way we perceive the world and use this understanding as a guide to our communication with others. 


-- Anthony Robbins





THE ADULT


Most of the research on hyperlexia has occurred in the last ten years.  There is not a great deal geared toward the adult.  However, the American Hyperlexia Association did a survey of adults who showed and may continue to show hyperlexia tendencies.  These individuals were between the ages of 22 and 42.  What this survey revealed was a wide range of differences.  Some of the respondents were academically successful and pursuing graduate degrees.  Others struggled through high school completion.  Some had professional jobs whereas others have had trouble staying employed.  The survey looked more closely at comparing those who had succeeded academically and those who had not.  They found that those who were successful had found some effective strategies including:


Tape Recording Lecture


Use of Laptop in class


Flashcards for studying


Tutoring beyond that of a regular student


Those who were less successful academically often procrastinated over school assignments, avoiding having to deal with meaningful material.  All respondents to the survey indicated that interaction in a classroom with other students or instructors was very difficult.  Conversation was challenging. All had been teased and bullied in both grade school and post secondary school.  Dates were few.  Interestingly, there were some areas in which they people excelled which included music and foreign languages.





A DIFFERENT KIND OF HYPER


Hyper: excessive, unusual or abnormal.  That’s what the dictionary says at least.  We are all familiar with this word in relation to hyperactivity, hypersensitivity and hypertension.  Perhaps many of us are less familiar with the term “hyperlexia”, a term used in the educational and psychological fields more and more these days.





What is hyperlexia?  You can all do the Latin as well as I.  Given that hyper refers to something excessive or unusual, and lexia refers to lexicon, or the words of the language, it is logical to assume that hyperlexia has to do with an excessive ability in the area of words.  To be more precise, hyperlexia is a group or constellation of symptoms which include:


Precocious Reading Ability as a Child


Peculiar Language Learning Disorders


Problems in Social Interpersonal Development


Unusual Developmental History


In the early stages, hyperlexia is like a paradox.  Parents are typically thrilled that their very young child has learned to read with no instruction.  Often by the age of 18 months, a child with hyperlexia is able to read almost anything put in front of them, with few mispronunciations.  They will not however, read nonsense words, as they do not recognize those as “words”.  Logos are often learned first, and then sight word reading continues to increase over time.  By 24 months, the child is often non-communicative and aloof.





While the child is able to read virtually anything, in cases of hyperlexia there is no understanding of what is being read. As the child gets a bit older, other things start to manifest themselves.  The child gets better and better at reading individual words but cannot seem to get the gist of a complete sentence.  They are very good with rotely learned songs and rhymes, but again do not understand the meaning of the words contained in them.    Parents begin to see an inability to carry on any form of conversation, and social difficulties begin to emerge. These include:


Non-compliant behavior


Need for sameness


Difficulty with transitions


Anxiety and unusual fears


Difficulty operating in groups


Difficulty socializing with peers


Sensitivity to loud machines


Impaired ability to make and sustain friendships


The upside of this scenario is that some of the social and behavioral characteristics begin to subside with age.  However, there is often a lasting language problem, and very often a reading comprehension problem.





Comments?          � HYPERLINK "mailto:trish-blair@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us" ��mailto:trish-blair@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us�
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