
Quotation of the Week


If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning for a decade, plant trees; if you are planning for a lifetime, educate people


.-- Chinese proverb





SUPPORT


Support services are those specialized services available to students with disabilities that are in addition to the regular services provided to all students.  Such services enable students to participate in regular activities, programs and classes offered by the college.  Not every college will offer each of the support services listed below, as services are always based on the individual need of a given student and their disability-based educational limitation.


Access to adaptive educational equipment and materials


Job Placement and transition to employment services


Liaison, referral and follow-up with campus/community agencies


Registration assistance


Special parking


Supplemental specialized orientation


Test-taking facilitation


Assessment for Learning Disability


Interpreter service


Mobility assistance


Notetaker services


Reader Services


Speech services


Transcription devices such as Braille


Specialized instructional assistance


Outreach activities


Accommodations for participation in co-curricular activities required as part of the coursework


Specialized academic, vocational, personal and peer counseling.
































MAKING COMPARISONS


One of the challenges faced by the counselors and staff at DSPS is navigating the waters around providing services to new students fresh out of the K-12 system.  While many of the same services can and are provided in the K-12 and the college systems, there are also some differences that can be confusing for students, parents, and staff.  


Below is a comparison of some of the more pertinent aspects of service provision for both the K-12 and the college level student in California.


Pertaining Law


The K-12 system is governed by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  IDEA is very prescriptive and specific in how states and local school districts will implement and provide services.  It details how Individualized Education Plans, Individualized Transition Plans and other special education processes will be put in place.  The college system is guided by the Americans with Disabilities Act and section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act.  These are less specific regarding the implementation of services to students with disabilities.  A college has the same level of requirement that is placed on other public entities to provide access to people with disabilities.


Student Success


In the K-12 system, student success is viewed as more of a right.  In the college system, student success is not guaranteed.  Each student is responsible for his or her own success.


Identification of Disability


In the K-12 system, the district identifies students who may need Special Education.  At the college level, the student is responsible for providing appropriate documentation that establishes both a current verification of the disability, and documentation of the classroom limitations that require accommodations.


Advocate


In the K-12 system, the advocate for the student tends to be the teacher and/or the parent of the student.  In the college system, the student must be his or her own advocate.


Student Accommodations


In the K-12 system, fundamental alterations can be made to the program of student, the graduation requirements and the instructional methods used with the student with a disability.  In the college system, the accommodations must NOT alter the fundamental nature of the degree applicable courses, degree requirements, or instructional methods used by instructors.  Moreover, the accommodations may not place an undue burden on the institution.


Personal Services


In the K-12 system, personal services such as off-campus transportation, provision of a personal attendant and availability of a nurse can all be provided by the system.  In the college system, no personal services are provided by the institution.  All personal services are the responsibility of the student.





Comments? � HYPERLINK "mailto:trish-blair" ��mailto:trish-blair�@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us
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