
Quotation of the Week


One can never pay in gratitude; one can only pay "in kind" somewhere else in life.


 -- Anne Morrow Lindbergh








A YEAR IN REVIEW


By Dr. Casey Crabill


When Trish asked that I write this column for the Disability Newsletter, it occurred to me that it would provide an opportunity, at this closing point of the academic year, to talk about some of what we accomplished this year.  In the fall of 1999 we began to develop the College’s strategic plan, through a series of internal and external listening sessions that identified three areas of focus:  learning opportunities, communication, and access.  As a College, we have made significant progress on those three areas since then.  In particular, this year, we have done quite a lot to increase access, in its many forms.  





Some of our efforts have addressed the issue of physical access.  Many of our facilities were built long before there was a shared consciousness about physical accessibility and long before there was talk of universal access.  The project that most readily leaps to mind, I’m sure, is the renovation of restrooms across campus.  While this project created some temporary (and annoying!) inconvenience, it provided some much needed additional space to ensure that the restrooms will work for all students and visitors.  In addition, you may have noticed some new signage, equipped with Braille.  These projects, which were identified in the ADA Transition Plan developed over three years ago, are just part of enhancing the accessibility of our older facilities.  While the money to complete these projects came from the Chancellor’s Office, we know that the College will need to continue to commit funds and to seek additional money to make further progress on the plan.   Beyond the plan, many departments have also submitted requests for remodeling of space.  This year we revised the process of handling those requests, adding a review for accessibility.  This step will ensure that all changes we make in our facilities provide an opportunity to enhance access.





Out newer facilities, soon to be open, have access built into the design.  Our challenge in these buildings, over the past several months, has been to review carefully the purchase of furniture and equipment with access in mind and with the long-range goal of universal access.





The concept of access goes beyond that of physical accessibility.  Our installation of Datatel, in part, is about access.  As of this summer, students will be able to access the College and register over the Internet.  During next fall, students will find web support, through Campus Cruiser, for most of their courses, providing access to our learning environment from almost anywhere.  We are also providing increased access to learning by taking some of our courses “on the road.”  There was significant interest in the evening sections offered this semester at the HSU campus.  Next fall, there will be similar opportunities in McKinleyville and in southern Humboldt.





Financial access has been a barrier for students at different times, and the hard work of the Financial Aid staff has done a great deal to reduce those barriers.  New streamlined procedures and integrated technical support have resulted in a much more effective operation.  To date, over 200 students are already packaged for Fall 2002.  Financial support from scholarships, another important piece of the puzzle, remains strong.  Through the generosity of local organizations and donors, over $100,000 is awarded each year to ensure that students have access to the education that will help them meet their goals.





Our strategic plan has provided guidance for us to move in important directions. I am proud of what we have accomplished, and I am energized by the challenges yet to come.  We will continue to work together to serve all the students of this region, and our commitment to improving and increasing access for all to programs and services will be an essential element of that work.


Comments? � HYPERLINK "mailto:trish-blair@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us" ��mailto:trish-blair@eureka.redwoods.cc.ca.us�
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