
Identifying Prepositional Phrases 
 
 
 
 

ASC LEARNING PACKAGE 

PRE-TEST 
 

A score of 90% or better on this test indicates a mastery of the 
skills for which this test has been designed. 

 
 
DIRECTIONS:     In the blanks provided beneath the words, underline the each 
prepositional phrase. 
 
EXAMPLE:       The mower is in the garage.  
 
                         
1. Many  People  Are  intolerant  of  opinions  and  actions  which  do  not    
                                                                                                                                                                  
 
           confirm  to  their  ideas  of  appropriate  behavior. 
                                                                                                                                                                  
 
2. From  this  experience,  I  have  learned  my  lesson  about  the  dangers      
                        
                                                                                                                                 
 of  telling  lies.  
                                                                
 
3. The  children  danced  around  the  pole  until  the  song  came  to  an  end. 
                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                        
4. We  ran  toward  the  barn  when  the  storm  broke  from  the  clouds. 
                                                                                                                                     
 
5. The  trail  that  winds  up  the  mountain  leads  to  the  top  of  the  ridge    
              
                                                                                                                                        
 near  the  edge  of  the  cliff. 
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6. Hilda  waited  at  the  corner  for  the  bus. 
                     
 
7. Everyone  except  William  voted  for  my  suggestion.   
                                                                                                                
 
 

 
Identifying Prepositional Phrases 

     Key: Pre-Test 
 
1. Many  People  Are  intolerant  of  opinions  and  actions  which  do  not    
                                                              
 
           confirm  to  their  ideas  of  appropriate  behavior. 
 
  
2. From  this  experience,  I  have  learned  my  lesson  about  the  dangers      
               
                                                                                                                                 
 of  telling  lies.  
             
 
3. The  children  danced  around  the  pole  until  the  song  came  to  an  end. 
                                                     
 
4. We  ran  toward  the  barn  when  the  storm  broke  from  the  clouds. 
 
 
5. The  trail  that  winds  up  the  mountain  leads  to  the  top  of  the  ridge    
                                                 
 
 near  the  edge  of  the  cliff. 
              
 
 
6. Hilda waited at the corner for the bus.
                                    
 
 
7. Everyone except William voted for my suggestion. 
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 PREPOSITIONS AND PREPOSITIONAL PHRSES 
 

A preposition is a structure word which joins a noun or pronoun to the rest of the 
sentence. 
 
Following is a list of the most commonly used prepositions:  
  
 Aboard  despite over  apart from 
 About  down  past  aside from 
 Across  during  round  as to 
 After  except  around because of 
 Against  for  through by means of 
 Along  from  throughout  due to 
 Amid  in  to  in accordance with 
 Around  into  under  inasmuch as 
 At  like  until  in reference to  
 Before  near  up  in regards to  
 Below  off  upon  in respect to 
 Beneath of  with  in spite of 
 Beside  on  without instead of 
 Between onto    on account of 
 Beyond  opposite   with reference to 
 But (except)  out    with regards to   
 By  outside   with respect to 
 
A preposition usually begins the prepositional phrase, is linked by an article (a, 
an, the) to a noun or pronoun, which usually ends the prepositional phrase.  
 
Example: 
 
 To me (preposition + pronoun) 
 Under an arch (preposition + article + noun) 
 Through the door (preposition + article + noun) 
 With pleasure (preposition + noun) 
 
If the conjunction AND follows the noun or pronoun, the prepositional phrase 
usually continues to the next noun or pronoun. 
 
Example:  
 
 Between Harry and me (preposition + noun + conjunction + pronoun) 
 To the barn and the house (preposition + article + noun + conjunction + a
 article + noun) 
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 With June and Helen (preposition + noun + conjunction + noun) 
Along the river and the bank (preposition + article + noun + conjunction + 
article + noun) 

 
PREPOSITIONS AND PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES 

Helpful in learning prepositions are the dog and box graphics illustrated on this 
page. The preposition indicates where the dog is in relation to the box… 

 
                               Over the box                      

                                                     Above the box                      
            Near the box 
            Across the box  
 Opposite the box 
In the box 
Within the box 
Inside the box          
  Toward the box       
  To the box                            
                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
With the box                                                                                     Out of the box 
At the box                                                                                         Down the box            
In front of the box                                                                             Below the box  
Before the box                                                          
By the box  
Against the box  
Beside the box                                    
Behind the box                                                                              Around the box 

                                                                                    Along the box 
                   Astride the box  

                                                                                 Between the box 
About the box 
 
Up the box                          Through the box        From the box 
Onto the box                       Out of the box            Under the box 
Into the box                       Past the box               Beneath the box  
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IDENTIFYING PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES 
 
In the line provided beneath each word, underline each prepositional phrase. 
 
1. Jason rode his bicycle to the store. 
 
 
2. At the end of recess, the children ran into the school.  
 
 
3. I found my baseball lying by the side of the road. 
 
 
4.  When the beater spins around the bowl, the batter raises above the edge. 
 
 
5. Our dog and cat sleep together in the corner of the hall. 
 
 
6. Beneath the bridge is an old boat anchored to a tree along the banks. 
 
 
7. Your books are on the top of the counter. 
 
 
8. Jane went to the dance with Mark.    
 
 
9. From the top of the hill, you can see into the valley. 
 
 

10. In the end of the movie, Homer asks his lawyer for advice and then, with  
 
 
  great fear, walks toward the judge. 
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ANSWER KEY: 
 
1. Jason rode his bicycle to the store. 
 
 
2. At the end of recess, the children ran into the school.  
           
 
3. I found my baseball lying by the side of the road. 
 
 
4.  When the beater spins around the bowl, the batter raises above the edge. 
      
 
5. Our dog and cat sleep together in the corner of the hall. 
                                                           
 
6. Beneath the bridge is an old boat anchored to a tree along the banks. 
             
 
7. Your books are on the top of the counter. 
                                   
 
8. Jane went to the dance with Mark.    
                          
 
9. From the top of the hill, you can see into the valley. 
            
 
10. In the end of the movie, Homer asks his lawyer for advice and then, with  
       
 
 great fear, walks toward the judge. 
                  P                   P              P 
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IDENTIFYING PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES 
 
 
In the line provided beneath each word, underline each prepositional phrase. 
 
Example:  The mower is in the garage.  
 
 
1. Jesse sat between Martha and me. 
                                                                      
 
2. In the tree was a cat with its tail curled over its back. 
                                                                                               
 
3. At the end of the street is the Carson House. 
                                                                                 
 
4. Finishing along the jetty is not uncommon in Eureka. 
                                                                                                     
 
5. I had a letter from Susan when she was traveling with Pat in Europe.  
                                                                                                                          
 
6. Jim told a story about the players on his team when he lived in Arizona. 
                                                                                                                            
 
7. Steve ran around the corner of the house while Terry chased after him. 
                                                                                                                                
  
8. At no time did she ask for my help. 
                                                                             
  
9. Harold leaned against the fence.  
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ANSEWER KEY: 
 
 
1. Jesse sat between Martha and me. 
                            
 
2. In the tree was a cat with its tail curled over its back. 
 
 
3. At the end of the street is the Carson House. 
 
 
4. Finishing along the jetty is not uncommon in Eureka. 
                           
 
5. I had a letter from Susan when she was traveling with Pat in Europe.  
 
 
6. Jim told a story about the players on his team when he lived in Arizona. 
                                     
 
7. Steve ran around the corner of the house while Terry chased after him. 
                            
 
8. At no time did she ask for my help. 
 
 
9. Harold leaned against the fence.  
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Identifying Prepositional Phrases  
Post-Test 

A score of 90% or better on this test indicates a mastery of the skills for which 
test has been designed. 
 
 
DIRECTIONS: In the blanks provided beneath the words, underline each 
prepositional phrase. 
 
EXAMPLE:        During the race, Tim ran past me to the finish line.  
                              
 
 
1. Between you and me, I question Donald’s purpose in asking for a recount  
                   
  
 of the votes.  
                             
 
2. Throughout the year, Dr. Miles worked among the natives so he could  
                                                                                                                                 
   
  teach them about the benefits of preventive medicine. 
                                                                                                     
 
3. Jerry held his footing at the edge of the cliff above the ocean while he  
 
               
 looked beyond the rocks which were lashed by the waves. 
 
 
4. Among the spectators was an elderly man who disagreed with everyone at  
                                                                                                    
 
 the park. 
                                     
 
5. Despite your fears, you swam under the water. 
                                                                                                          
 
6. Beyond our house is a bike trail where we ride across the hills. 
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POST-TEST KEY 

 
1. Between you and me, I question Donald’s purpose in asking for a recount  
                   
  
 of the votes.  
 
 
2. Throughout the year, Dr. Miles worked among the natives so he could  
                 
  
  teach them about the benefits of preventive medicine. 
                     
 
3. Jerry held his footing at the edge of the cliff above the ocean while he  
                                                
               
 looked beyond the rocks which were lashed by the waves. 
 
 

4. Among the spectators was an elderly man who disagreed with everyone at  
  

 
 the park. 
 
5. Despite your fears, you swam under the water. 
 
 
6. Beyond our house is a bike trail where we ride across the hills. 
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