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Data and information faculty need to provide to the Curriculum Committee if they are petitioning for a course to be a part of the CR General Education pattern and not CalGETC

General Background Information:

In April 2024, the College of the Redwoods Academic Senate passed a “GE Directive” that allows for courses to be in the CR General Education (CR GE) pattern without being part of the CalGETC pattern as long as one or more of the following two conditions were met:

· not including the course in the CR GE pattern would have a deleterious effect on students pursuing specific degrees; 
· and/or the course is important to include in the CR GE pattern for our local community partners or certain transfer pathways. 

To determine if a course meets one, or both, of these conditions, the Academic Senate’s “GE Directive” authorizes the Curriculum Committee to develop criteria it will use to evaluate requests for courses to be in CR GE only. 

The following is a list of the criteria, along with the specific evidence and data faculty requestors are required to provide, so that the Curriculum Committee can make its decision as to whether a course meets the Senate’s parameters for a course to be in CR GE only.

Petitioning Instructions:

Faculty members seeking approval for their course(s) to be part of the CR GE pattern and not the CalGETC pattern need to provide the Curriculum Committee with the following information:

1. Responses to “Department Self-Assessment #1” AND “Department Self-Assessment #2”

AND

2. Responses to “Criteria 1” AND/OR “Criteria 2”, depending upon what is applicable to the faculty member’s course





STEP 1: Please complete each of the following “Department Self-Assessments” and place the information in the COR document for “Department Self-Assessment #1” and use the “Attach Files” button in eLumen to provide the responses to “Department Self-Assessment #2”

Department Self-Assessment #1: The course must meet the requirements of the CR GE Area as outlined in AP 4025.
1. Faculty need to explain how the course elements meet the criteria for the local GE area they are requesting. Explain how items like the catalog description, course content, methods of instruction, assessment tasks, objectives, outcomes, etc… meet the categorical definitions for that GE area and place the rationale below.

AND

Department Self-Assessment #2: The course cannot be revised to meet the requirements of the corresponding CalGETC GE Area.
1. Is there a chance that, with appropriate modifications to the course elements (i.e. catalog description, content, outcomes, objectives, assessments), the course will be likely to be approved for a CalGETC area?
2. Please provide any examples, if they exist, of a similar course from another California community college receiving CalGETC approval.
3. Please provide any examples of this course being a GE course at other community colleges.




STEP 2: Please complete either one or both of the following Criteria and place and use the “Attach Files” button in eLumen to provide the responses to upload the responses and information on the COR.

Criteria 1: Including the course only in CR GE and not in CalGETC will likely not create a major barrier to students using the local GE pattern who later decide to transfer. Conversely, not including the course in CR GE, even though it would not be in CalGETC, would have a negative effect on certain students pursuing local associate degrees.
1. Please work with IR to determine how much of this data is available to provide to the committee. These are examples of information that the committee could consider, and represent a list of information the committee would find useful to make a determination about courses that should be in CR Local GE only.
a. Going back at least two years (ideally, five years), how many students have enrolled in this course?
b. Of those students, how many eventually transferred to a university?
c. What have been the success and retention rates for the course?
d. Of those students, what was the breakdown of their “majors”/degree options?
e. Is this course the ONLY option in any specific area in any degrees? In other words, is this a required course in any area in any degrees? If so, which ones?
f. Do any associate degrees use this course to double-count toward major core requirements or restricted electives (lists of courses from which students can select to fulfill a degree requirement) and the Local CR GE Area you are requesting? Please list them (the degrees). Double-counting means that a course “counts” for a major requirement AND counts as a GE Area requirement.
g. Is this course intended to be part of (or is) a career education transfer pathway to any California University (including Cal Poly Humboldt)?
h. Faculty can partner with IR to survey existing students enrolled in this course to garner answers to some of the questions above to determine why students have taken the course and how they are using it in their Education Plans? This could be a way to get to this information that the Curriculum Committee will consider.
i. If this course is not in the CR GE pattern, in what degrees will students need to take extra units to complete versus if this course is part of the CR GE pattern and can be double counted?
j. In addition to what is above, please include any other information that you believe would be helpful for the Curriculum Committee to make its determination.

AND/OR

Criteria 2: Not including the course in CR Local GE will potentially jeopardize an important community partnership or transfer pathway.
1. Is there a community partnership or transfer pathway that would be jeopardized if this course was not a part of the CR Local General Education pattern? Please provide evidence that indicates this.
a. Sources of evidence necessary could include, but not be limited to, any or all of the following: outside advisory committee minutes, letters from external community partners and/or requirements for external programmatic accrediting bodies.
b. The course is already transfer-level and serves as a pre-requisite to a course listed in the CalGETC pattern.


