
  Welcome to History 8 - US History from Pre-Colonial Times to 
Reconstruction  

Course Name:  History 8 

Section #:   V3489 

Instructor: Prof. Gary Sokolow 

Contact Information:   gary-sokolow@redwoods.edu 
 

Information from your instructor:   

 

Course delivery:  This course is delivered and taught 100% online; there are no classroom 

meetings. 
 

Course Description: This is a survey course which will cover US history from the pre-colonial 

era to Reconstruction    
 

Student Commitment:  This online class will require at least as much time as you dedicate to 

a traditional class. In other words, you should be spending 5-8 hours per week studying for this 
class.  
 

Computer Skills:   

Online courses require computer skills. Before beginning, make sure you can:  

• navigate the course Learning Management System (Canvas), 

• receive and respond to your CR email, 

• upload and download files using Canvas, and  

• use a word processor (such as Microsoft Word). 
If you need help with any of these things, please let me know and we’ll hook you up with 
assistance! 
 

Technology Requirements:  You should have a reliable internet connection that will support 

video streaming.   
 

Textbooks:   
America: A Narrative (Vol. 1)  –  Brief 12th Edition; David Shi; W.W.Norton; ISBN: 978-0-

393-88253-7 
Native American Testimony; P. Nabakov; Penguin; ISBN: 978-0-14-028159-0 
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Course Availability:  I will make the Canvas course available by Saturday, September 3.  

When that happens, I will send everyone an email to that effect to your MyCR accounts.    
 

Student Resources: There are instructions on how to log in to Canvas, the basics of using 

Canvas, and additional support for taking an online course at College of the Redwoods on the 
CR-Online web page. 
 

Confirm your presence in the online classroom:  Log in to our class in Canvas and post to 

the “Student Introductions” discussion forum no later than 11:59pm on Monday, September 
10 to confirm your presence in the online classroom. Doing so will confirm your enrollment in 
the course and will ensure you aren’t dropped as a “no show.” If you have any issues with this 
at all, send me an email and let me know, so we can work something out. 
 
 
 

http://redwoods.edu/online/
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HIST 8    U.S. HISTORY THROUGH RECONSTRUCTION            
FALL 2022 

(Section  V3489  – rev. 1) 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
ON-LINE (LATE-START CLASS) 

  
  
        
Professor Gary A. Sokolow                                      
 Office Hours:   By Appointment        
 E-mail:              via Canvas webpage 
 
 

 COURSE HOME PAGE:            redwoods.instructure.com 

 
AFTER SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THIS CLASS, YOU SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO:   
1.   Analyze and assess the merits of various historical interpretations. 
2. Analyze significant historical developments (social, cultural, political, economic,   
diplomatic, technological/scientific, global context) through the application of the  
historical concepts of process, context, and/or difference. 
3. Apply secondary and/or primary source material to construct written and oral, 
logical, historical arguments. 
 
WEB SITE/ASSIGNMENTS 
The two exams will contain detailed instructions for their completion and the electronic 
submission of them to the Canvas website for grading via Turnitin.com.      I will grade 
them in the Turnitin site, where you can then see both your grades and my comments.  
If these assignments are turned in late, I will assess a late grade penalty of my 
choosing.  Employment issues, child care, computer issues, etc. are not excuses for the 
submission of any late work.  Plan ahead.    
 
If you are experiencing computer glitches or problems with the Canvas site, e-mail me 
directly and/or the College of the Redwoods help desk – its@redwoods.edu or call 
them at 707.476.4160.   A live person will respond for help during regular business 
hours, Monday-Friday.  Before contacting me however, I suggest you first try to solve 
the problem with the help of the guides posted in our Canvas Help folder or the help 
menus.  A link for help will be found at “Canvas Help” at the bottom of our course home 
page.  
 
Please note that once you log in to Canvas, there is a fairly extensive on-line help menu 
keyed to each feature (tool) of our website. I will help you with computer/technical 
issues if I can, but my main expertise is in teaching the course,  not computer issues.  
For professional computer-technical assistance, please visit the following website:   
https://www.redwoods.edu/online/Help 
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*   I spend very little time in my office.  While on campus, I am either in the classroom teaching or in 
meetings of one kind or another.   For now, I am working from home.  Therefore, the best way to reach 
me is usually via e-mail through the Messages tool of our Canvas course webpage. By E-mailing me 
through our Canvas website, rather than sending me a direct E-mail via the main CR website 
(@redwoods.edu), I can better keep track of all of your e-mail messages.   When you E-mail me, leave 
me a contact phone number as well.  If the matter is too urgent or complicated to be handled via E-mail, 
than by all means call me at home and leave a call-back number where I can call you as soon as 
possible.   

 
REQUIRED BOOKS:   
 America: A Narrative (Vol. 1)  – Brief 12th Edition; Shi; W.W.Norton; ISBN:  978-0-

393-88253-7 

 Native American Testimony; P. Nabakov; Penguin; ISBN: 978-0-14-028159-0 

   

COURSE GRADE:  The course grade** will be composed of the following two parts: 

 
✓ Two Exams           75% of grade 
✓ Weekly Discussion Questions      25% of grade 
 

 

Instructor-Initiated Class Withdrawal Policy: -- “Excessive Absences” – defined as 
missing more than two weeks of  class sessions.  If the student misses more than two 
weeks of class,  the instructor may withdraw the student from the class.   
 

**A failing grade (<61%) on either exam or  the weekly discussion questions category 
may result in an “F” grade for the entire course.   
 

GRADING SCALE: 
 

A    =  >95% - 100%    
 A-   =  >90% - 95% 
 B+  =  >85% - 90% 

B    =  >82% -  85% 
B-   =  >80% - 82% 

 C+   =  >75% - 80% 
C    =  >70% -  75% 

 D    =    61% -  70% 
 F    =  <61% 
 
An “incomplete” grade will not be assigned except under extraordinary circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS : 
Every week there will be reading assignments and homework in the form of writing 
and/or posting to our course website, responses to discussion question/topic, which will 
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be viewed and discussed on-line.      Because it is rather easy to fall behind in on-line 
classes,   it is critical that you keep up with the assignments.  The class will 
move faster than you may think, when we don’t meet face to face.  
 
CLASS SCHEDULE: 
The due dates for all reading or other assignments will be posted on our Canvas course 
page.    The new weekly reading (and writing) assignments will be posted no later than 
Monday morning @ 9:00 AM of each week.    Please be sure you have set your Canvas 
notification preferences to notify you at least once per day of any changes to our website.  

 
  

  

Code of Conduct 
 

Preface:   
The purpose of this code is to ensure that both the instructor and students are mindful 
of the rights and responsibilities of each other.  Additionally, adherence to this code will 
help ensure that the class experience is both meaningful and interesting to all 
concerned. 
 

Instructor Expectations: 

• Punctuality -- Students should make every effort to arrive several minutes before 
class.  Tardiness disrupts the learning and teaching process both for the instructor 
and students.  It is rude to habitually be late for class.   

• Attentiveness -- Students should stay awake and be attentive for the class period.  If 
one is too tired to attend class, it is best not to come.  Drowsing off is embarrassing 
both for the student concerned and the instructor.    

• Plagiarism – Plagiarism is defined as claiming any work of another person as your 
own without attribution to the true author.  It also includes taking a substantial 
portion (approximately 25% or more)  of your assignment from other  sources , 
whether or not credit is given to those sources.   This includes the work of fellow 
students.  If a  student is found to have plagiarized the work of others, the penalty 
which the instructor may impose ranges from a failing grade for the assignment to 
a failing grade for the entire course.  

• On-line Classroom Environment - In order to create a classroom environment that 
supports respectful, critical inquiry through the free exchange of ideas, the following 
principles will guide our work: 

• Treat every member of the class with respect, even if you disagree with their 
opinion; 

• Bring light, not heat; 
• Reasonable minds can differ on any number of perspectives, opinions, and 

conclusions; 
• Because constructive disagreement sharpens thinking, deepens understanding, 

and reveals novel insights, it is not just encouraged, it is expected; 
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• All viewpoints are welcome; 
• No ideas are immune from scrutiny and debate; 
• You will not be graded on your opinions 

• Netiquette -  In participating in an on-line format, it is expected that all students 
treat each other with respect.  This includes no personal attacks on any other class 
member or the instructor.  I expect that you may disagree with the views of your 
classmates from time to time, but such disagreements may be expressed in a 
respectful manner.  It is good to remember that we all bring to the class a broad 
array of life experiences and much of it is valuable.   

Student Expectations: 

 

• Punctuality – Students have every right to expect that the instructor will offer timely 
feedback to the discussion questions, crime scenarios, and the grading of exams.  
The instructor will respond to phone calls and E-mails within 48 hours, sooner if 
possible.   

• Civility – Students have a right for the instructor to treat them with respect both in 
and out of the classroom and to ensure that all students have an opportunity to 
express their opinions on relevant matters.   

• Classroom environment – The instructor will make every attempt to make the virtual 
classroom experience useful, comfortable, and interesting.  (See above)  

 
 
In compliance with equal access laws, I am available to discuss appropriate academic 
accommodations that you may require as a student with a disability. Students are 
encouraged to contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S) , 707-476-
4280, for disability verification and for determination of reasonable academic 
accommodations.  
 

The syllabus is subject to change upon advanced notice 
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    Coversheet for History 8 - US History to 
Reconstruction  

Course Information 
Semester & Year:   Fall 2022 
Course ID & Section #:  HIST 8 - V3772 
Instructor’s name:  Professor Gary Sokolow 
Course units:  3.0 

 

Instructor Contact Information 
 Email address:   Before Class Starts:  gary-sokolow@redwoods.edu.; After start date of 
class, via Canvas.  
 

Catalog Description 
An exploration in the history of the United States from the original inhabitants of the 
North American continent to the end of the Reconstruction period after the American 
Civil War. Of special importance is how the social, political, diplomatic, cultural, ethnic, 
and economic relations and institutions changed over time. The course will also 
introduce students to the nature of historical interpretation and how to interpret sources 
written during the historical time periods investigated in the class. 

 

Course Student Learning Outcomes   
1. Analyze and assess the merits of various historical interpretations.  
2. Analyze the major social, political, economic, diplomatic, and cultural developments in 

North America and the United States from pre-European contact through the period of 
Reconstruction after the American Civil War.  

3. Apply secondary and/or primary source material to construct written and oral, logical, 
historical arguments.   
 

Accessibility 
College of the Redwoods is committed to making reasonable accommodations for qualified 
students with disabilities. If you have a disability or believe you might benefit from disability-
related services and accommodations, please contact your instructor or Disability Services and 
Programs for Students (DSPS). Students may make requests for alternative media by contacting 
DSPS based on their campus location: 

• Eureka: 707-476-4280, student services building, 1st floor 
• Del Norte: 707-465-2324, main building near library 

• Klamath-Trinity: 530-625-4821 Ext 103 

 
If you are taking online classes DSPS will email approved accommodations for distance 
education classes to your instructor. In the case of face-to-face instruction, please 
present your written accommodation request to your instructor at least one week before 

https://www.redwoods.edu/dsps
https://www.redwoods.edu/dsps
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the needed accommodation so that necessary arrangements can be made.  Last minute 
arrangements or post-test adjustments usually cannot be accommodated. 
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